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    Visit the IDBF at our web sites  -  www.idbf.org or www.dragonboat.com  -  a Warm Welcome assured 
                          

                                             Reply  to:  The Editor:  44 Bassaleg Road, Newport, South Wales NP20 3EA. UK 
                  Tel:  + 44 (0) 1633 256796.    Fax:  + 44 (0) 1633 666796.   Email: mikehaslam@aol.com    

                   Email: mikehaslam@aol.com 

Editorial   -  by Mike Haslam.  
 
Another Dragon Boat year has gone by so quickly
that the Summer Edition of DBI was lost in the rush.  
Sorry about that but hopefully this bumper edition of 
the Newsletter (almost a magazine) will make amends 
and keep you informed about the latest developments, 
and news , in this great Dragon Boat Sport of ours. 
 
So, first the year gone by in brief.  2005 started with  
strong hopes that after almost 6 years of waiting, the 
IDBF would finally be admitted into membership of the 
GAISF (General Association of International Sports 
Federations).  Regrettably for 2005, this was not to be 
and the IDBF application will now be re-presented in 
April 2006, in Seoul, Korea – see article on page 13. 
 
Despite this undoubted ‘sports political’ upset it 
was not all bad news because in Sept 05, the Olympic 
Council for Asia (OCA) recognised the ADBF as the 
governing body for Dragon Boat Sport in Asia and 
therefore, de facto, accepts the IDBF as the sport’s 
World Governing Body.   Dragon Boat Racing also 
featured in the 2005 East Asian Games in Macau and 
the South East Asian Games in the Philippines, under 
the ADBF, with IDBF Racing Rules and Race Officials. 
 
For the third year running there was a World Dragon 
Boat Racing Championships to look forward to and for 
2005 the location was the famous Grunau Regatta 
Course in Berlin, built for the 1936 Olympic Games.  A 
full report on the Championships, with results and 
event comments, are included in this issue of DBI, on 
pages 7 and 8, together with a report on the 10th IDBF 
Congress , which was also held in Berlin  - see page 5. 
 
2005 was a good year for IDBF Membership with 
applications from Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Kenya, 
Namibia, Slovakia, Somalia, Spain, the Ukraine and 
Vietnam being approved by Congress or considered 
by the IDBF Council.  These new IDBF Members bring 
the total number up to 50 and with a further 10 
candidate countries or territories for IDBF 
Membership, we are well on the way to the target of 
75 Members needed to apply for recognition as an 
‘Olympic Federation’. Keep counting !!   MJH 

23 MILLION DOLLARS CONFIRMED 

FOR THE 2006 CCWC REGATTA COURSE 

For the first time in modern Dragon Boat Sport’s 
history a national government has put funding directly 
into building a racing course specifically to host a 
Dragon Boat World Championship Regatta. 
 
In this case the course for the Toronto based 2006 
Club Crew World Championships and in fact funding 
for the course has not only come from the Canadian 
Federal Government but also from the Ontario 
Provincial Government and the City of Toronto too, 
for a global total of 23 Million Canadian Dollars. 
 
At the press conference in Toronto, in October, called 
to announce the funding awards, Sharifa Khan, the 
2006 CCWC Championships Director said “ What 
started three years ago as a sharing of a dream and 
a passion for Toronto and water-sports, is finally 
coming to fruition. With the launching of this $23 
million world-class watercourse today we are 
ensuring that the 2006 Club Crew Dragon Boat World 
Championship will be held in Toronto next August. 
 
This venture will provide a building block in the 
revitalization of Toronto©s waterfront and its economy.
On behalf of the bidding committee, I would like to 
express our sincere thanks to all three levels of 
government which came together, with the financial 
support for this exciting project. (see also page 12) 
 
The future bodes well not just for Dragon Boating but 
for all water-sports in Toronto and to adapt a phrase: 
"Build it, they will come and they will race! “ 
 
And for those of you who intend to race in the 06 
CCWC, the dates are 10-13 August 2006, at the 
Western Beaches Regatta Course, Toronto.  With 
races over 200m, 500m and 2000m, for Premier, 
Senior and Junior crews, there will be plenty of racing 
to do but remember this is a Club Crew Champs and 
all crews must be real club crews with bona fide crew 
members.- see page 3.  Entries and competitors 
crew membership credentials will be checked, so 
make sure that your crew is a genuine club crew. 
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 Featured for the first time in the East Asian Games, the Dragon Boat Teams made a big  
 impact at the start of the 4th East Asian Games, held in Macau SAR, China on 30/31 Oct 2005.  
2005. Racing in both the Small Boat (12 racers) and the Standard Boat (22 racers) over 250m  
and 500m, with races for Men and Women’s Crews, there were plenty of Medals to compete for 
on the newly built Dragon Boat Centre on the edge of Macau City.   The Centre, which also 
hosted the Sprint Rowing events (no Canoeing) has now been handed over to the Macau 
Dragon Boat Association, who will manage it as an ongoing facility for Dragon Boating & Rowing. 

 
At the end of 2 days of frantic and exciting Dragon Boat Racing, the Games Gold Medals were shared between 
China (5) and Macau (3).  Macau also took 5 Silver Medals; China a Silver and a Bronze, whilst  Taipei took 2 
Silver and 5 Bronze Medals, with Japan and Hong Kong picking up a Bronze Medal a piece. 
 
Results Summary.  Men  (Small Boat)  Women (Small Boat) 
 
Except for the 250m & 500m Men’s Standard Boat Races, all times were aggregated over 3 Rounds of competition. 
 

250m – Total Times        500m – Total Times  250m – Total Times 500m – Total Times  
1   Macau         2.06.85        1    Macau    4.12.06 1    Macau   2.35.52       1.   China      4.47.07 
2   Taipei 2.12.12        2    China     4.18.48  2    Taipei    2.39.18           2.   Macau 5.03.94 
3   Hong Kong  2.10.19   3    Taipei     4.33.38 3    China     2.43.09     3.   Taipei    5.30.53  
       
Men  (Standard Boat)             Women (Standard Boat) 
 
250m – Grand Final            500m – Grand Final  250m – Total Times 500m – Total Times  
1   China      0.59.12 1    China          1.59.84 1     China    2.10.35     1.   China    4.19.86 
2   Macau  1.00.18         2     Macau         2.00.73 2      Macau  2.17.89          2.    Macau 4.31.86 
3   Taipei  1.01.21 3     Japan          2.01.97 3     Taipei    2.31.61          3.    Taipei  5.01.25 
4   Hong Kong  1.04.19 4 Hong Kong  2.02.59 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OLYMPIC COUNCIL OF ASIA (OCA) RECOGNISE THE ASIAN DRAGON BOAT FEDERATION 
 
In a landmark decision the OCA General Assembly by a unanimous vote, recognised the ADBF as the 
Asian Continental Federation for Dragon Boat Sport at its meeting held on 15 September 2005.  In his letter of 
confirmation, Mr Hussain Al-Musallam, OCA Director-General said “I would like to assure you of the OCA’s 
full support and co-operation in promoting this beautiful sport”   Ed: Congratulations, a positive step forwards. 

4th EAST ASIAN GAMES DRAGON BOAT RACES - MACAU 

23rd SOUTH EAST ASIAN GAMES TRADITIONAL BOAT RACES – THE PHILIPPINES 

Billed as ‘Traditional Boat Racing’ it was in fact IDBF Spec Dragon Boats that were raced in the                                                                               
23rd South East Asian Games Boat Races, held on the La Mesa Dam Water Park, in Quezm City, 
the Philippines from 2/4 Dec 2005.  Under the control of the ADBF and using IDBF Racing 
Rules, Mens and Womens crews raced in the Small IDBF Spec Dragon Boat over 500m and 
1000m, with additional races for Men, over 550m and 1000m in the IDBF Standard Boat.. 
 

 
Following their Bronze medal success at the IDBF World Championships in Berlin, the Philippines Team won all 
5 Gold Medals on offer, with Myanmar taking 3 Silver and 2 Bronze and Indonesia 2 Silver and 3 Bronze. 
 
Results Summary.  Men  (Small Boat)  Women (Small Boat) 
 

500m – Grand Final       1000m – Grand Final  500m – Grand Final 1000m – Grand Final  
1  Philippines   1.51.91         1    Philippines   3.37.16 1    Philippines  2.09.36 1   Philippines   3.55.47. 
2  Myanmar       1.55.73 2    Indonesia 3.37.47 2    Myanmar    2.14.19      2   Indonesia 3.57.94 
3  Indonesia  1.58.38 3    Myanmar 3.38.62 3    Indonesia 2.15.67     3   Myanmar 4.06.22  
4  Brunei        2.08.30 4   Singapore 4.03.84 4 Vietnam 2.27.73 4   Brunei    4.33.35   

 
Men  (Standard Boat)          Non-Medals Race The IDBF was pleased to be associated with the 

 Traditional Boat Races and  to work with the  
550m – Grand Final             1000m Final South East Asian Traditional Boat Federation.    
1  Philippines 1.43.84 1    Indonesia 2.05.47 As a result of the SEA Games the IDBF is very 
2  Myanmar 1.44.33         2     Brunei 2.07.86 happy to welcome the Vietnam Aqautic Sports       
3  Indonesia 1.47.65 3    Singapore 2.10.82 Association to Drgagon Boat Sport and the IDBF family 
4  Brunei 1.51.74 
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UPDATES ON WORLD & CONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIP REGATTAS – 2006 AND 2007 

 2006 CCWC TORONTO – 10/13 AUGUST 2005 
 
The 2006 Organising Committee has been set up 
and funding secured for a racing course that is 650m 
long by 130m wide, providing 6 to 8 racing lanes of 
13.5m, plus a return lane on either side. 
 
Information Bulletin No.1 has been sent to IDBF 
Members and is available from the Champs website 
below. The date for Provisional Entries is 1 March 06, 
with a CND 500 Deposit. Confirmed Entries by 1 May 
06. Final Names Entries are required by 30 June 06. 
 
Accommodation is offered in a price range of from 
around CND 40 – 65, per, person, per night, with 
airport transfers, regatta transport and 3 lunch meals 
provided at an extra cost of CND 125 (maximum) for 
the basic package. Regatta Fees will be in addition.  
The Celebration Party on Sunday 13 August 06, will 
cost CND 50, per person. 
 
Racing Classes will be for Open, Women and Mixed 
in the Premier, Senior and Junior Divisions. Non 
Championships Racing for the Grand Dragons will be 
on Thu 10 Aug 06. 
 

OUTLINE CHAMPIONSHIPS PROGRAMME 
 

Monday, 
August 7 

Crews can arrive and register; 
practice sessions 

Tuesday, 
August 8 

Crews can arrive and register; 
practice sessions 

Wednesday, 
August 9 

 
Formal Practice day  
Race Officials Meeting 
Crew Leader Meeting 

Thursday, 
August 10 

Practice Day and non CCWC 
Races  
Opening Ceremony  (eve) 

Friday, 
August 11 

 
CCWC Racing all day  

Saturday, 
August 12 

 
CCWC Racing all day  

Sunday, 
August 13 

 
CCWC Racing all day 
1930 - Closing Ceremonies and 
Celebration Party 

Monday, 
August 14 

 
Teams depart. 

 
All crews must be sanctioned by their IDBF 
Member and be established Dragon Boat Crews 
with a written Club Constitution and not crews made 
up just to compete in the CCWC. All paddlers must 
be a genuine bona fide crew member, that is have 
paid a recorded Annual Membership Fee to the Club 
Crew that they represent. 
 
Further information can be obtained from the 
CCWC web site at www.2006ccwc.com or email 
to the 2006 Org Com at info@2006ccwc.com. 

2006 EUROPEAN NATIONS & CORCOM CHAMPS 

PRAGUE – 1/3 SEPTEMBER 2006 

The 2006 EDBF Nations Championships are set to 
be held in the beautiful city of Prague, capital of the 
Czech Republic.  The well established river regatta 
course is in the very heart of the City and a large 
entry is expected, especially from newly developing 
Dragon Boat countries in central and eastern Europe. 
 
In addition to the National Teams Championship, 
there will be a European Corcom Championships, 
run in conjunction with the Nations Champs, with 
racing starting at the famous Charles Bridge in the 
very centre of Prague.  Race distances will be over 
200m, 500m and 2000m for the National Teams and 
200m for the Corcom Crews.  Guest crews from 
outside Europe will be welcome to race in Prague. 
 
Full details will be sent to EDBF Members in Jan 06 
and more details can be found at www.dragonboat.cz 

2006 ASIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS – MACAU SEPT 06 
 
The 2006 ADBF Asian Dragon Boat Championships 
will be held in Macau SAR, China, in late Sept 2006, 
exact dates to be confirmed.  Further details can be 
obtained from the Macau Dragon Boat Association, 
Email: Kittywongwki@hotmail.com 

2007 WCORCOM  – WELLAND – JULY 2007 
 
The 2007 World Corporate & Community Champs 
will be held in Welland, Niagara, in late July 007, 
exact dates to be confirmed. Only 15 minutes from 
Niagara Falls, Welland has a purpose built Regatta 
Course and lots of accommodation waiting to host 
Corcom Crews from around the world. Make a date. 

2007 WDBRC SYDNEY – 19/23 SEPTEMBER 2007 
 
The 2007 IDBF World Dragon Boat Championships 
for Representative Teams, will be held on the Penrith 
Regatta Course, used for the 2000 Olympic Games, 
which is situated about 50km west of Sydney, during 
the period 19 to 23 September 2007.  Racing for all 
Divisions in the Open, Women and Mixed Racing 
Classes, will take place from 20-23 Sept 07. 
 
Teams will be accommodated in and around the 
Penrith area or if they chose to be, in Sydney itself. 
Transport will be provided between the Race Venue 
and Team accommodation, as will airport transfers, 
at an inclusive cost within the Regatta Fee. 
 
The 11th IDBF Members Congress will also be held in 
Penrith on Friday 21 Sept 2007. 

See Back page for further International Race Details 
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BREAST CANCER SUVIVORS NEWS – INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FORMED 

The International Pink Paddlers Council (IPPC) 
 
The Pink Paddling fraternity have formed their 
own International Committee, affiliated to the 
IDBF, for BCS crews, and have announced plans 
for the 1st BCS World Championships. Great ! 
 
After some four years developing under the wing of 
the IDBF, international BCS racing has now come of 
age. The prime BCS movers in Australia, Canada, 
Singapore and the USA, got together in Feb 2005 
and formed the International Pink Paddlers Council 
(IPPC) with its Headquarters based in Singapore.    
 
The IPPC are looking for members from new BCS 
Dragon Boat groups around the world as well as 
input from the already established BCS crews.  So 
contact one of the IPPC Committee Members shown 
below, if you want more details or if your BCS crew 
wants to be part of the Pink Paddlers very own 
international organisation.  The IPPC Committee is, 
 
President          Angelina Ong       -  Singapore BCF 
Exe President   Michelle Hanton   -  Australia 
Secretary     Sandi BJ    - United States    
Treasurer Marcia Fraser      -  New Zealand 
PR      Eleanor Nielsen   -  Canada 
IDBF Liaison   John Edwards    -  Singapore    
 
The Council Committee. As this is a founding group 
it was agreed that the Council Committee would be in 
place for a 2 year period, until June 07, to allow a 
chance to formulate and implement policies.  It was 
also agreed that sub-committees, probably based in 
member countries, would also need to be formed. 
 

1st IPPC Breast Cancer Survivors World Champs 
 
BCS Crews book the date and come to Singapore 
from 29 Sept – 1 Oct 2006, for a great few days of 
racing and fun too at the 1st IPPC World Dragon Boat 
Championships for Breast Cancer Survivors Crews. 
Practice sessions will arranged on Wednesday 27th 
September and on Thursday 28th September 2006. 
 
There will be two categories in the BCS Worlds - 
100% survivor crew and 80/20 crew i.e. 80% 
survivors, 20% supporters.  In the 80/20 category, 
the Drummer has to be female though not 
necessarily a survivor and the Steerer can be male 
and not a survivor. 
 
Registration fee will be Singapore Dollars 100.00 per 
person (this will include the races, opening/ closing 
ceremonies, transport on arrival and departure for 
the entire team.  (If there are members of the team 
arriving separately then they will have to make their 
own transport arrangements), Boxed lunch on race 
days (nothing fancy) and a hotel shuttle service. 
 
Accommodation will vary from basic accommodation 
at the YWCA at S$100 per night per room (this rate is 
inclusive of all taxes and breakfast for two) to S$120 
per night, per room (inclusive of taxes and breakfast 
for two) at the Hotel Royal at Queens, to the 5-star 
deluxe Meritus Mandarin Hotel at S$163, room only.
 
There will also be a gala dinner at an optional fee of 
S$100 per person, which will be at a 5-star deluxe 
hotel.  Further details from www.bcf.org.sg .Angelina 
Ong or John Edwards. Email:angelina@bcf.org.sg. 
 

ABREAST in a BOAT – 10 YEARS ON and 1600 BREAST CANCER SURVIVORS JOIN THEM 

June 1995 saw the very first Breast Cancer Survivors Dragon Boat Crew (BCS) formed in Vancouver, 
Canada, by Dr Don McKenzie, who held the unpopular view, at that time, that exercise could help, not hinder, 
women battling against breast cancer and lymphodemia, which can occur following breast cancer surgery.  Don 
set about proving his theory and as a keen dragon boater and canoeist, chose the Dragon Boat as the way to 
do it.  Thus the formation of Abreast in a Boat.  Don was proved dramatically right, as could be witnessed 10 
years later on 24 June 2005, when 1600 BC Survivor in 64 BCS Crews, from around the world, came to race in 
Vancouver and celebrate the 10th Anniversary of Breast in a Boat and to pay due homage to Don and his work.  
 
Don, a Member of the IDBF Medical Commission, is one of the un-sung heroes of our sport, who appreciated 
that the strength of Dragon Boating lies in the necessity for everyone to work together in the boat, as a team, to 
get the right results and that Dragon Boating was an ideal way of encouraging women with Breast Cancer to 
exercise regularly to fight the disease and at the same time draw mental strength and emotional support from 
working together as a team to fight the common enemy that they all faced and cross the Finish Line together. 
 
There is nothing more moving in our sport than the sight of the BCS crews gathering together after the finish 
of their last race, sitting quietly in their Dragon Boats and scattering pink petals on the water around them, in 
memory of those who lost their fight for life.  It is always a moment of quiet reflection for us all. Thank you Don. 
 
But what about the racing.  Well who cares! For once this was a sports event where the results were really 
secondary.  It was being there and sharing the experience with other Survivors, the fun and the fellowship that 
counted and of course, for those that won a medal, the added satisfaction of a successful weekends racing too ! 
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REPORT ON THE 10th IDBF MEMBERS CONGRESS, BERLIN – 5 AUGUST 2005 

  
The 10th IDBF Congress held in Berlin on 5 Aug 
05, was attended by delegates from 20 Members. 
IDBF President and Congress Chairman, ZHANG 
Faqiang, welcomed the delegates and in opening the 
Congress stressed that the most important aim of the 
IDBF, at the present time, was to develop our sport 
into a strong, united and harmonious organisation.  
 
This was a theme echoed by Executive President,
Mike HASLAM, in his report to Congress, in which 
he reported that the IDBF had faced major 
challenges over the previous two years but had made 
major progress in consolidating the sport, as was 
evident from the record number of participants in the 
Berlin World Championships. He stressed that 
despite the attempt by the ICF to undermine the work 
of the IDBF in 2005 (see separate article), that there 
was growing interest in IDBF Dragon Boat Sport from 
countries in Europe, Africa, the Americas and Asia. 
The IDBF Secretariat was presently in touch with 
over 20 potential new Members and this number was 
expected to increase during 2006. 
 
In closing his report the EP paid tribute to both
Manfred RUSS and Adrian LEE who as retiring 
IDBF Vice-Presidents’ were not seeking re-election to 
the IDBF Council.  A Vote of Thanks to Manfred and 
Adrian was recorded by the Congress, for their work 
on behalf of the IDBF.  Mike Haslam also informed 
the Congress that for health reasons, Mr LI Jie, the 
Secretary-General had resigned from his post and 
that the Executive Committee had appointed Mr LEI 
Jun, as the Acting Sec-Gen until the 2007 Congress. 
 
Bob McNamara, Chairman of the IDBF Medical & 
Sports Science Commission appraised the Congress 
of the revised Anti-Doping Policy and drew Delegates 
attention to the introduction of testing for alcohol and 
Blood Tests, in Competition, as well as out of
competition testing for elite paddlers.  The IDBF Anti-
Doping Code now fully complied with the WADA 
Code. 

IDBF President ZHANG Faqiang re-elected 
 
Retiring IDBF President Mr Zhang Faqiang (China) 
was re-elected, unopposed by the 10th Congress for 
a further term of office until the 2009 Congress. 
 
In the elections for the 4 IDBF Vice-Presidents, 
there wer four nominations received in respect of  
retiring Vice-Presidents’, Mason HUNG (Hong 
Kong) and  Benjiman RAMOS (the Philippines) with 
new candidates Bob MORRO (USA) and Claudio 
SCHERMI (Italy).  All four candidates were elected 
unanimously by the Congress.  Mason Hung as the 
longest serving Vice-President becomes the new 
IDBF Senior Vice-President, from 1 January 2006. 

 
Mike Thomas, Chairman of the IDBF Competition & 
Technical Commission, reported that new IDBF Boat 
Manufacturers’ had been approved in Canada and 
China and that a number of Paddle Makers had also 
been approved. This would give crews and individual 
competitors an increased opportunity and more choice 
of suppliers when purchasing IDBF Spec Equipment. 
 
With regard to Officials for Championship events, he 
reported that new officials were constantly needed and 
it was encouraging to see that new groups of IDBF 
Officials had been assessed in China and Malaysia. 
 
In closing Mike Thomas reported that the C&TC were 
looking at issues such as competitors racing strip and 
the race seeding system.  In addition the C&TC were 
considering that there should be a limit set on the 
number of current National Team Elite (Premier) 
Paddlers allowed in any one Club Crew at an IDBF 
CCWC. It had been suggested that the maximum 
number of Elite Paddlers should not exceed 12.   
 
Sharifa KHAN, Chairwoman of the IDBF Media and 
Marketing Commission, summarized the work of the 
M&MC and stressed to the Congress that is was very 
necessary for all the IDBF Members to work together to 
build the brand image of the IDBF and of Dragon Boat 
Sport and to show, collectively, that we were a vibrant 
and dynamic organization, working hard to develop, 
expand and promote our sport , throughout the world. 
 
David COGSWELL, the IDBF Treasurer reported that 
a small surplus of income over expenditure had been 
achieved in 2003 and 2004 (total USD 10,000) but that 
due to the ongoing costs of seeking GAISF 
Membership (around USD 5000 per year) that a 
smaller surplus of income was forcast for 2005 and 
2006.  A possible ‘one off’ levy to cover GAISF costs 
may be necessary in 2007. In addition an overall 
increase in Membership Fees, up to a maximum of 
15%, may be necessary in financial years 2007/2008. 
The report and recommendations were accepted. 

New IDBF Members confirmed.   The membership 
status of Basic Member for Somalia, South Africa and 
the Ukraine, was confirmed by the 10th Congress,  The 
IDBF Executive Committee at its meeting on 3 Aug 05, 
had also approved Preliminary Membership for dragon 
boat organisations in Bulgaria, Croatia and Kenya. 
 
World Championship Regattas – 2008 and 2009.
The Congress received a detailed presentation from 
Penang to host the 2008 Club Crew World Champs,
which was accepted by the Congress.  A bid to host the 
2009 World Dragon Boat Racing Championships
was received from the Russian DBF, on behalf of 
Moscow, which was provisionally accepted subject to 
a full bid being made to the IDBF Council in 2006. 
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IDBF NOW SIGNED UP TO THE WORLD ANTI DOPING AGENCY CODE (WADA) 
 

As of 1 January 2006, the IDBF is a registered signatory to the WADA Anti-Doping Code (see WADA website) 
and therefore the revised IDBF Anti-Doping Policy, ratified by the 10th Congress in Berlin, now becomes fully 
effective.  The important revisions to the old policy are an option to include blood testing in addition to urine 
samples in the AD programme and the introduction of an IDBF International Pool of Elite Paddlers, who can be 
subjected to both in and out of competition testing, at any time, whilst they are on the International List. Those 
paddlers who were in Gold or Silver Medal winning crews in the Premier Open and Women’s 200, 500, 1000m 
Competitions, in Berlin, now form the International List Pool until the 2007 World Championships in Sydney. 

MORE RACE OFFCIALS NEEDED !! 
 
As highlighted by Mike Thomas in his report to the 
Congress (page 2) more Race Officials are needed 
if we are to continue to sustain our Championship 
Regattas and further develop our sport. 
 
The IDBF has a Training and Assessment Scheme 
for Officials, which includes training at National level  
and IDBF Officials are happy to come and run the 
first Training Course for IDBF Members, so that they 
can run future courses for their own Members. 
 
The training course is the first step on the ladder to 
becoming an IDBF International Race Official and it 
is from the International Officials that the IDBF gets 
the people who run the races at Championships. 
 
Last year the IDBF ran Officials Training in Penang 
and the USA, this year courses are planned for the 
Singapore DBA and in Vietnam and Dubai – all for 
the cost of a couple of plane tickets and hosting, so 
why not get your IDBF Member Association, to ask 
the IDBF to run a course in your neck of the woods 
and start the journey towards becoming a qualified 
National and International Race Official. 
 
For those of you who are already experienced race 
officials, it is possible to be assessed as a Grade 1 
International Official, without the full training course 
but only on the recommendation of your IDBF 
Member.  Grade 1 Assessments are carried out at 
every Championship Regatta, which this year will be 
in Toronto, Prague (EDBF) and Macau (ADBF) 
 
The IDBF Race Officials Training and 
Assessment Scheme -ROTA, consists of  Training 
and Assessment undertaken at National and 
International level, with four levels or grades of Race 
Official. Starting with the National Race Officials 
Certificate, awarded after the training course and 
then after further defined periods of practical race 
experience, assessment as an International Official 
for Grade 1, International Officials Certificate, then 
Grade 2, International Race Officials Licence and 
finally, Grade 3, Senior International Race Official.   
 
The National Officials Training covers those aspects 
of event organisation and officiating that are needed 
to organise and supervise the actual races, that is, 
the technical organisation of a dragon boat regatta  
and covers in detail the roles and responsibilities of      
 

the Race Organiser; Chief Official; Boat Marshals; 
Judges and Time Keepers; Starter; Race Recorder; 
Race Secretary and the Umpires. 
 
Race Officials, with at least two (2) years of officiating 
at National Level may then apply to the IDBF for 
International Race Officials Assessment as a Grade 
1 Official. The Assessment consists of a written 
paper, with multi-choice answers covering the IDBF 
Statutes, Bye-Laws, Competition Regulations and 
Rules of Racing, followed by a verbal interview to 
assess the candidates knowledge of the sport and 
experience of officiating at National level.   
 

NEW IDBF HERITAGE COMMISSION  
 

The IDBF Council have agreed to set up a new 
Commission to be called the Protocol, Culture and 
Heritage Commission.   
 
The Council Members feel that in Sport Racing we 
are starting to loose some of the traditions of Dragon 
Boating – eye dotting, lion and dragon dances etc 
and that many of our paddlers are unaware of the 
culture, history and traditions behind our sport.   
Also, it must be said, we are not too strong on 
‘protocol’ in our Championships and Congress.  
 
The role of the PC&H Com, will be to define, 
develop and implement protocol procedures for 
Congress, Championship events; VIP Guests and in 
respect of other Sports Organisations. The PC&HC 
will also have a role to 
 
Promote the cultural aspects of the sport - Eye 
Dotting, Lion and Dragon Dances etc; ensure their 
correct presentation at IDBF events and to educate 
the sport about the traditions associated with dragon 
boating and to 
 

 Inform the IDBF Members, event organisers and 
other organisations of the historical and heritage 
aspects of the Dragon Boat and dragon boating, 
research the historical aspects of the sport; maintain 
a library of historical documents and maintain a 
record of heritage artefacts and articles of interest 
associated with Dragon Boating 
  
So if you are interested in being on the PC&H Com, 
send an email to mikehaslam@aol.com so that the 
IDBF Council can appoint a Commission Chairholder 
and Members and then the PC&HC can start its work 
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World Dragons’ Berlin 05 – 7th IDBF World Dragon Boat Racing Championships 
 
 

 
 
With nearly 3000 participants crowded into the 150 metres of riverside space that made up the Team Rest 
areas and Crew marshalling area, the 2005 World Championships in Berlin, was always going to be great 
on atmosphere and ‘togetherness’ and, as it turned out great on racing too. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUSSIA and CHINA RULE the ROOST !! CANADA LOOSES ITS PREMIER CROWN 

 Entries for the World Championships, held from 
3-7 August 2005, were received from 26 
Federations on 5 Continents but due to financial 
difficulties and some visa problems, 18 Countries, 
from 4 Continents, actually competed.  
 
There were a total of 2100 competitors, racing in 
83 Crews, in the Premier, Senior and Junior 
Divisions, with Open, Women and Mixed 
Competitions in each Division.  In addition to the 
World Championships Crews, a further 800 plus 
competitors competed in the European Club Crews 
Championships, to give a total of nearly 3000 
participants at World Dragons’ Berlin 
 
World Championship Racing took place in 25 
Competition Classes, over 4 days; in four race 
distances – 200m, 500m, 1000m and for the first 
time as formal Competition Classes, over 2000m.    
 
New racing classes were introduced for the 
Senior and Junior Women and also for the first 
time at the ‘Worlds’ were the Grand Dragons, 
(the Over 50s) out to prove in their demonstration 
races, that the time has come for the Grand Dragons 
to be considered as a fully fledged Racing Class. 
 
After winning the Premier Nations Cup at the last 
three World Championships, Team Canada found 
themselves with really serious opposition in Berlin, 
from a Russian Team which by the end of a World 
Championships full of exciting and close racing had 
won all 7 Gold Medals in the Premier Open and 
Mixed Divisions, with Canada taking the 3 Gold’s in 
the Premier Women’s Division.  
 
In the Senior Division, for the second time in a 
row, China had an almost clean sweep of Gold 
Medals, with Canada spoiling the party by taking the 
Senior Mixed 200m Gold.  In the Junior Division, 
Germany were dominant in the Open Class, winning 
all 3 Gold Medals, whilst Russia took the 2 Gold 
Medals in the Mixed Racing Class and Canada the 2 
Golds in the Junior Women’s Class. 
 
The Silver and Bronze Medals were shared out 
between the Czech Republic, Macau, Poland, the 
Philippines, Great Britain and the USA (not to 
mention of course the ‘big three’ as well)  
 
When all the points were totalled up it was 
RUSSIA who had won the Premier Division Oliver 
Jesty NATIONS Cup, CHINA won the Koo-Kwok 
SENIOR Cup and CANADA the newly presented 
SAVA  Singapore JUNIOR Golden Dragon trophy. 
 

 But what of the event itself?   Well, first There is 
no doubt that the problems in the German Dragon
Boat community caused by the German Canoe 
Federation (DKV) attempting to subsume the 
German Dragon Boat Association (DDV) and 
pressurising Dragon Boat Crews based in Canoe 
Clubs to leave the DDV and compete in DKV/ ICF 
Dragon Boat Races, held in Schwerin two weeks 
prior to Berlin had an adverse affect on the ability of 
the DDV to organise the IDBF World Championships 
as effectively as they would have wished to. 
 
One area of concern was the reluctance of 
potential sponsors to become involved in the 
‘politics’ of German Dragon Boating, another the 
lack of support from the dragon boat crews based in 
Berlin itself.  The internal situation also disrupted the 
German Team, many of whom became caught up in 
the ‘politics’, when all they wanted to do was to 
enjoy their sport and compete against the best 
Dragon Boaters in the World, and they were all in 
Berlin at the IDBF Worlds, not in Schwerin !! 
 
That said, the DDV could still have made a better 
job of organising the Championships. They relied 
almost entirely on an outside Event Organising 
Company (with little experience of the sport) to take 
on almost every non-technical aspect of the 
Championships, with the result that the ‘off the water 
organisation was not up to the standard expected or 
previously provided, at a World Championships and 
was weak in the critical area of logistical support, 
with the problems that ensued being obvious to the 
Teams and Race Officials alike. 
 
On the water, organised and supervised by IDBF 
Officials who also produced the race programme 
and ran the actual races, the feed back from the 
competitors on the technical facilities and race 
organisation was very positive.  There were many 
fine races and the top crews in the Dragon Boat 
world were at the Championships, as per usual.  
Crews were very good in their time keeping and 
marshalling and few racing protests were made. 
 
Despite the ‘operating’ problems, the general 
comments of the Competitors and Team Officials 
was that, the Berlin World Championships were a 
resounding ‘racing’ success and had been one of 
the best they had ever been to. The very high level 
of competition, on an excellent course with very 
good technical resources, combined to produce an 
atmosphere of friendship and comradery between 
the crews, that made the World Championships an 
experience not to miss and certainly one to savour,  
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Prem Open 200m – Grand Final       Prem Open 500m – Grand Final Prem Open 1000m – Grand Final 
1   Russia     00.45.53   1    Russia 01.51.25 1   Russia        03.53.34 
2   Canada  00.46.21 2    United States 01.52.58         2   Czech Republic      03.54.37 
3   Philippines 00.46.30  3    Canada 01.52.75   3   United States     03.56.84 
4   Germany  00.46.54    4    Germany 01.53.09  4   Germany  03.58.66 
5   Macau    00.47.06    5    Philippines 01.56.58 5   Philippines  03.58.98 
6   United States 00.47.52 6 Italy 01.56.15 6  Great Britain  04.00.39 
 
Prem Women 200m – Grand Final     Prem Women 500m – Grand Final Prem Women  1000m – Grand Final 
1   Canada  00.50.32  1    Canada 02.04.65   1   Canada         04.10.48   
2   Russia   00.51.07  2    Russia 02.05.41 2   Great Britain  04.17.39   
3   Great Britain 00.51.23  3    Great Britain 02.05.69   3    Russia  04.21.31     
4   Macau   00.52.43  4    Macau 02.10.03  4    Macau   04.26.32   
5   United States 00.53.51  5    United States 02.10.49 5 United States  04.31.76 
6   Czech Rep 00.54.34  6    Australia 02.12.01  6    Australia  04.35.03 
 
Prem Mixed 200m – Grand Final      Prem Mixed 500m – Grand Final Premier Open 2000m – first 6 crews 
1   Russia  00.46.09  1    Russia 01.54.37 1  Russia 08.09.63  
2   Canada   00.46.41  2    Canada 01.55.47    2  Macau 08.21.36 
3   Germany  00.46.98  3    United States 01.55.74 3  United States 08.21.53  
4   United States 00.47.42 4    Germany 01.56.40 4  Italy 08.23.61  
5   Macau   00.48.09  5    Macau 01.58.23 5. Germany 08.25.04  
6   Czech Rep  00.48.84 6    Czech Rep 02.00.63 6   Canada 08.25.31 
        
Senior Open 200m – Grand Final     Senior Open 500m – Grand Final Premier Mixed 2000m – first 6 crews 
1   China      00.45.25 1    China 01.51.87  1   Russia      08.22.94 
2   Canada A  00.45.53 2    Canada A 01.52.92      2   Macau      08.32.57 
3   Canada B  00.46.45      3    Canada B 01.55.29  3   Germany    08.35.20 
4   Russia   00.46.47 4    United States 01.55.63 4   Czech Rep 08.44.03 
5   United States 00.47.46  5    Russia 01.56.94 5   Italy 08.44.53 
6   Italy   00.47.58 6    Great Britain 02.00.01 6   Canada 08.44.74 
 
Senior Women 200m – Grand Final  Senior Women 500m – Grand Final Senior Open 1000m  - Grand Final 
1   China   00.49.27  1    China 02.01.29  1    China   03.55.47 
2   Canada A  00.51.36  2    Canada A  02.07.76  2    Canada A 04.03.96 
3   Canada B  00.51.77  3    Canada B  02.07.87  3    Canada B 04.04.68 
4   United States A   00.53.48  4    United States A 02.10.16 4    Russia   04.05.17 
5   Germany  00.53.57 5     Germany   02.11.35  5 United States 04.07.39 
6   United States B 00.54.64  6    United States B 02.18.34 6 Italy 04.08.24 
 
Senior Mixed 200m – Grand Final    Senior Mixed 500m – Grand Final        Senior Women 1000m  - Grand Final 
1   Canada B 00.47.41 1    China  01.56.10  1   China       04.20.27  
2   China   00.47.59  2    Canada A 01.57.71    2   Canada A         04.31.68  
3   Canada A  00.48.14 3    Canada B 01.57.94  3   Canada B       04.32.29     
4   United States A 00.48.73    4     Russia  02.02.35  4   Germany       04.39.87   
5   Germany B 00.49.67        5     United States A 02.03.28  5   Great Britain       04.58.87 
6   Russia         00.49.74  6    Germany B 02.03.51 6    United States A    04.59.98 
 
Junior Open 200m – Grand Final    Junior Open  500m – Grand Final Junior Open 1000m  Grand Final 
1   Germany  00.47.66  1    Germany 01.57.40  1   Germany  04.09.05 
2   Canada  00.48.55  2    Canada  02.00.90  2   Canada    04.22.83 
3   United States A 00.49.75  3    United States A 02.03.65  3   United States A  04.28.80     
4   Italy  00.50.37  4    Italy  02.05.46  4   United States B  04.37.03   
5   United States B   00.50.53              5    United States B 02.07.32 5   Great Britain  04.37.06 
6   Great Britain    00.51.67              6    Great Britain 02.08.50  6   Italy          04.31.11 
 
Junior Women; 200m. 1. Canada. 2. United States. 3. Poland.   500m.  1. Canada.  2. Poland.   3.  United States. 
 
Junior Mixed 200m – Grand Final    Junior Mixed 500m – Grand Final    NATIONS CUP - top 6 - SENIOR CUP 
   1  Russia 103 China       108 
1  Russia A      00.48.11 1     Russia A 01.56.86 2  Canada  90  Canada      90 
2  Germany  00.48.35  2     Germany 01.58.92       3  USA            61 USA     50 
3  Canada A  00.49.87  3     Canada A 02.02.34 4   Macau  48 Germany   39 
4. Canada B  00.51.20  4. Canada B 02.05.26 5  Germany  42 Russia        33 
5.  United States A  00.51.85  5. United States 02.06.50 6  Gt Britain   40 Gt Britain   26 
  
JUNIOR CUP: 1. Canada  47 points.    2. Germany  46 points,    3.  USA      27 points,  
  4. Russia   22 points. 5. Great Britain 8 points. 6.  Poland     7 points.    7.  Italy 6 points. 

2005 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS, BERLIN GRAND FINALS RESULTS  



IDBF Newsletter  - Dragon Boat International   – January 2006 - Issue Number 9 

 

9 

   WORLD DRAGONS – BERLIN 2005 
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Russian Premier Crew Celebrate their success 

CHINA Senior Women – top of the board again 

EDBF CLUB CREWS – BIGGEST YET ! 
 
The 11th European Club Crews Champs held in Berlin, 
in conjunction with the 7th IDBF World Championships, 
was the biggest in the history of the event – the oldest 
formal Dragon Boat Championships in the World, by the 
way. 
 
With over 800 competitors in 35 club crews from 9 
countries, the 2 days of Club Crew racing (6/7 Aug 05) 
proved to be close and exciting to watch and to be in.  
Competing in the Open, Women and Mixed Racing 
Classes over 200m, 500m and 2000m, there was plenty 
of racing for everyone to enjoy. 
 
In the Open Competition Classes, Nymburk Dragons 
(Czech Rep) dominated, winning all three Gold Medals 
with fellow Czechs the Moravian Dragons taking the 
Mixed 200m Gold, ahead of KC Dragonfly (Germany) 
who gained their revenge by taking the Mixed 500m 
Gold Medal as well as the 2000m Gold. 
 
In the Women’s races, Uckermark Dragons (Germany) 
dominated winning both the 200 & 500m events, with, 
Spree Sisters (Berlin) taking the Silver Medals and the 
Moravian Dragons the Bronze. 
 
The other medals went to Ural Tcheliabinsk (Russia) 
with 2 Silver,1 Bronze; Allensteins (Poland) a Bronze 
Medal and Movarian Dragons, 1 Silver, 1 Bronze in the 
Open Competitions and to Uckermark Dragons, 1 Silver, 
1 Bronze; and Schwerin DBC (Germany) 2 Bronze in the 
Mixed 500m and 2000m competitions.    

11th EUROPEAN CLUB CREW CHAMPIONSHIPS – BERLIN 2005 – GRAND FINALS RESULTS. 
 

ECC Open 200m – Grand Final       ECC Open 500m – Grand Final ECC Open 2000m – top 6 crews 
  1   Nymburk Ds        00.47.00 1    Nymburk Ds 01.53.60 1   Nymburk Ds         08.13.58 
  2   Moravian  Ds    00.47.63 2    Ural Tch  01.54.49         2    Ural Tch        08.27.77 
  3   Ural Tch    00.47.67 3    Allensteins 01.56.20   3    Moravian Ds      08.31.08 
  4   Uckermark Ds    00.48.00   4    Uckermark Ds 01.56.43  4   Los Banditos   08.32.04 
  5   Los Banditos    00.49.15   5    Moravian Ds 01.56.56 5   Uckermark Ds  08.36.23 
  6   Wannsea Ds    00.49.67 6 Los Banditos 01.57.87 6  Allensteins   08.36.70 
 
ECC Mixed 200m – Grand Final        ECC Mixed 500m – Grand Final ECC Mixed  2000m – top 6 crews 
  1   Moravian Ds    00.48.04 1    KC Dragonfly 01.59.30   1   KC Dragonfly          08.36.55  
  2   KC Dragonsfly    00.48.22 2    Moravian Ds 01.59.81 2   Uckermark Ds   08.51.75   
  3   Uchermark Ds    00.48.23 3    Schwerin DBC 02.00.99   3   Schwerin DBC   09.05.02    
  4   Schwerin DBC    00.50.14  4    Uckermark Ds 02.01.20  4   ASCC Albalonga    09.13.14   
  5   ASCC Albalonga 00.52.22 5    ASCC Albalonga 02.01.64 5   Owl United Snrs    09.26.08 
  6   Owl United Snrs  00.53.27 6    Adventure Club 02.09.47  6    Wan Sui Snrs    09.28.18 
 
ECC Women Champs: 200m and 500m.   1.  Uckermark Dragons.   2.  Spree Sisters.   3.  Moravian Dragons 

IDBF Corcom Races – 30/31 July 2005 
 

Four crews enjoyed a hard days racing over 200m and 
500m in the Corcom Races, won convincingly by USA 
Crew Da Dragon, with three gallant BCS crews -Int 
Abreast (Aus/Usa); Paddlers in Pink (Singapore) and 
Canadians Abreast enjoying their own tussle to take the 
other places.  Sunday’s long distance paddle (almost a 
race, at times) down the River Spree was the highlight of 
the weekend with new friends made and good memories. 
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The Dragon has a very symbolic meaning for the Chinese. A classic dragon 
has the head of an ox; a deer’s antlers; a horses main; the body and scales of 
a snake; the claws of an eagle and the tail of a fish.  With its strength and 
power the Dragon rides the clouds in the sky and commands the wind and rain� �
�
The Dragon Boat is deeply embedded in China’s ‘Dragon’ culture, with its 
ornately carved dragon’s head at the Bow and a tail in the Stern. The Hull is 
painted with the Dragon’s scales and the paddles symbolically represent the 
claws. In IDBF Sport Racing there are generally 18-20 paddlers per Standard 
Racing Dragon Boat and 8-10 paddlers in the Small Boat, plus a drummer and 
a helm (Steerer).  In Traditional Festivals the boat designs and crew numbers 
can vary from 10 up to 50 or more paddlers, plus the Drummer and Helm.�
�
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In ancient China the Dragon Boat was used for religious purposes as a way of appeasing the rain gods.  2000 
years ago Qu Yuan, the great warrior poet, committed suicide in the river Mi Lo, as a protest against the 
political corruption of the day.  To commemorate this sacrifice the people began to organize Dragon Boat 
Races in his memory. Dragon Boat Racing  is now a major part of Chinese culture, representing patriotism 
and group integrity. Picture: Barbara KEENAN Amathus DBC, British Dragon Boat Racing Association. 
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In the 1970s the Hong Kong Tourist Association (now Tourist Board) decided to stage an International Dragon 
Boat Festival to promote Hong Kong.  In 1976 the first Hong Kong International Races took place, an event 
recognised today, by the dragon boat world, as the start of the ‘Modern Era’ of Sport Dragon Boat Racing. 
The HKIR developed into an annual festival of enormous success and impressive press pictures of the Hong 
Kong Races went around the world.  Until the International Dragon Boat Federation (IDBF) was formed in 
1991, the HKIR were the ‘unofficial club crew world championships’ of the sport.  Crews who competed in the 
HKIR then went home and started their own Dragon Boat Associations, then the EDBF, the IDBF and the 
ADBF. Three Dragon Boat Federations who now govern Dragon Boating as practised in over 60 countries.  
 
Since the formation of the IDBF, the sport has spread rapidly throughout the world.  Today, 30 years after the 
first HKIR the numbers show the truly impressive development of Dragon Boat Sport. With nearly 50 million 
participants in China; over 300,000 in Europe, including the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Russia; 
90,000 in Canada and the USA and many thousands in Australia and New Zealand and with the sport now 
spreading through the Caribbean, Africa and the Pacific Basin; Dragon Boat Sport, under its governing bodies 
is a vibrant, effective and independent paddle sport.  Pictures: IDBF Spec Dragon Boats – on the move ! 

� ��
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Dragon Boat Competitions, under the IDBF and its Continental 
Federations (the ADBF and EDBF) have developed into a serious, 
high-performance, competitive sport,  IDBF World Championships, 
EDBF European Championships and ADBF Asian Championships are 
well established, as are Regional Championships in North America. 
Championship Medals are hard to come by and well deserved. A 
whole new ethos and different set of racing values has developed 
from the Hong Kong International Festival Races. There is no other 
paddle sport in which 22 people work together to create a Team result 

rewarded through the efforts of the whole crew, rather than a few individual performances.  This harmony of 
purpose can only be achieved through many hours of training in the boat, learning to be a complete crew and 
developing the team spirit and understanding necessary to work together, as one unit, for the common good. 
 
More than 25 years later the numbers show the impressive development of Dragon Boat Sport. 50 
million Dragon boaters in China and the sport, through the IDBF has now spread to all continents’� �
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As well as Sport Racing, Dragon Boat Associations have helped to develop the Festival Racing side of 
Dragon Boating too.  Many Festival Races are successful due to the number of crews that enter just for the 
fun and excitement of the event.  One of the advantages of Dragon Boating is that you can form a Festival 
Crew (or fun team, as they are sometimes known) and with little experience and knowledge, quickly become 
competitive in a Dragon Boat.  A lot of Festival Crews come from the ‘corporate market’ and compete in 
Festival Dragon Boat Racing because it is also a social event and a team building activity in which the 
strengths and abilities of employees and their weaknesses too, are soon apparent. 
 

 

�
�

The growth in the Festival Racing scene too is enormous. For example there are now event organising 
companies, world-wide whose sole purpose is to organize dragon boat festival races each year.  This is 
particularly true in Canada and the USA, where Sport Racing Crews also race in the Festival Races.   In 
Europe, the Malmo Festival in Sweden attracts many hundreds of crews from companies and the community 
and the races last for a week.  Organised through the Swedish Dragon Boat Association by the Malmo Canoe 
Club, these Races and many other such races throughout the world, generate funds for Sport Racing too.�
�
Dragon Boat Racing – the Modern Sport with Ancient Traditions.  Serious Sport but Serious Fun Too ! 
Dragon Boating is the mass participation paddle sport of today, with an ancient past and a very bright future.   
Not yet an Olympic sport but heading that way fast, Dragon Boat Racing is a ‘team sport’; a very social sport 
and great fun too!  Attractive to the corporate market and as a ‘community activity’ it is also a high 
performance sport for elite standard athletes.  This ability range in a team sport full of tradition, culture and 
social interaction is highly desirable in today©s world.  Dragon Boating is a sport and recreational activity that 
can be pursued by everyone and anyone of all abilities and at every level of competition.  That is the 
greatness of Dragon Boating –  
 
Be Part of It. Contact the IDBF at enquries@idbf.org or see www.idbf.org or dragonboat.com 
 
 

�
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11 October 2005 - The Start of Something BIG !   The Western Beaches Regatta Course, Toronto, 
 

Dear Guests, please stand still whilst Sharifa is talking.       Really, I have no Dragon Boats behind my back but  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
my co-chair on this project, Paul Henderson has always felt Toronto deserved a world class multi-water-sport 
course to attract major international and world championship events.  At the same time, myself and others in the 
Chinese community have for many years dreamt of capturing the hosting rights of the Dragon Boat World 
Championship for Toronto.  This venture will provide a building block in the revitalization of Toronto©s waterfront and 
its economy and on behalf of the 2006 CCWC Organising committee. I would like to take this opportunity especially 
to thank federal ministers Joe Volpe and Tony Lanno who from the get-go helped kick-start our vision with initial 
funding and support. Provincial ministers Gerry Phillips and David Caplan who joined in. Toronto Mayor David Miller 
and Council Members who embraced this project for the city.  The creation of this watercourse project is also the 
result of contributions from many individuals and organizations, including the Chinese Business Association, I thank 
them all for their contributions. -   Extracts from a speech by Sharifa KHAN, Chairman of the 2006 CCWC 
Organising Committee, made at a Press Conference, held on-site, 11 October 2005, to mark the start of the 
construction work on Stage 1of the Western Beeches, Regatta Course, Toronto  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
    Hooked on you and paddles provided for digging.                           Then came a man with a plan 

 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Construction report as at 5 January 2006.  The picture above, right shows the project site and equipment to 
perform the work. The contractors are currently installing the new break-wall, while simultaneously demolishing the 
existing one for re-use.  The weather through October, November and December was better than average and thus 
the construction work is approximately 3 weeks ahead of schedule. That said, the weather in January, February and 
March can be marginal and the contractors are planning accordingly.  The ‘on the water’ work is scheduled for 14 
hours per day, six days per week and the ‘landside’ works; stock piling and loading barges, scheduled for 24hrs per 
day, six days per week.  Editor: So folks, things are looking good for the CCWC to come in August 2006.  First trail 
event on the new course is scheduled for June 2006. 

2006 CCWC TORONTO COURSE -  WELL ON THE WAY 
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During its meeting in Berlin on 3 August 2005, 
the IDBF Council considered the actions taken by 
the ICF against the IDBF and the sport in 2005.    
 
In view of the misrepresentation by the ICF 
President of the GAISF General Assembly vote and 
the holding of ICF Dragon Boat Races in Schwerin, 
in direct opposition to the IDBF Berlin World 
Championships, the IDBF Council resolved to write 
to the GAISF Council and the IOC to make a formal 
complaint about the actions of the ICF President.  In 
addition the IDBF Council made a policy statement 
for ratification by the IDBF Congress, on 5 August 
2005 and for notification to all IDBF Members 
 
At the Congress in Berlin, the Delegates applauded 
the Council statement, delivered by the Executive 
President and unanimously endorsed the Council 
Policy , which said that:-�
 
“The IDBF as the International Sports Federation 
that represents all the Dragon Boat Associations 
who practice Dragon Boating, around the World, 
does not accept that the ICF has any rights to 
represent Dragon Boat Sport and does not 
recognise ICF Dragon Boat Competitions as 
World Championship events. 
 
 

As the World Governing Body for the sport of 
Dragon Boat Racing the IDBF notes with regret that 
Dragon Boat competitors from Germany, Chinese 
Taipei, the Ukraine and Japan, took part in the ICF 
Dragon Boat Races held in Schwerin but has decided 
not to take any disciplinary action against any of the 
Dragon Boat Associations’ concerned, on this occasion. 
 
The Council, strongly advises all IDBF Members not 
to support ICF Dragon Boat events in the future” . 
 
The IDBF Council and Congress have drawn a line in 
the Dragon Boating sand and are clearly saying to 
everyone in the sport, you are either with the IDBF 
and its Members, who are the people who started 
Dragon Boat Racing in the ‘modern era’ and have 
developed it consistently as an independent sport 
since 1976 or you are not. 
 
There can be no jumping from supporting the ICF and 
then back again to the IDBF.  If you want to be part of 
your very own single discipline sport and compete 
internationally with the best crews in the world, then 
the IDBF is your family not the ICF. 
 
However, if you want to be a side-show in a canoeist 
organisation, then go and paddle in the ICF pool, you 
will not be missed by anyone in Dragon Boat Sport. 

GAISF – IDBF ALMOST THERE – BUT NOT QUITE !! 

IDBF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FAILS TO GET ENOUGH VOTES IN 2005 

2005 was going to be the year in which, finally, the IDBF would be admitted into Membership of the 
General Association of International Sports Federation – GAISF for short (AGFIS in French) after nearly 6 years 
of waiting for the Membership process to grind to a conclusion, including having our application deferred by the 
GAISF General Assembly, in 2004, because of a procedural mistake by the GAISF Secretariat; 
 
Sadly, it was not to be.  At the 2005 GAISF General Assembly, held in Berlin on 20 April 05, following an ICF 
objection (see page 14) from the floor of the Assembly, about which the IDBF was not informed of or allowed to 
reply to and even with a recommendation on three separate occasions from the GAISF Council, in the past two 
years and a statement from the Council to the Assembly, that the IDBF fulfilled all the requirements for GAISF 
Membership, the IDBF failed to get the 75% Yes vote needed for GAISF Membership.  After the Berlin General 
Assembly the ICF President Feldhoff, made a statement on the ICF website claiming that the GAISF Members 
vote against the IDBF was because they had accepted an ICF claim that Dragon Boating was a discipline of 
Canoeing and had actually voted to accept the ICF as the Federation responsible for Dragon Boat Racing. 
 
This is not true of course as can be seen from the belated clarification by the GAISF, on the actual meaning 
of the GAISF Members vote, issued by the GAISF President Hein Verbruggen, in October 2005, which said:- 
 
     “ The GAISF Council would like to clarify the meaning of the vote in Berlin and the acceptance of  
       new International Federations. The GAISF Council presented new IFs for ratification. Each IF was  
       voted on separately and none made the required 75% for acceptance at that time. It should be noted  
       that the vote was only on acceptance to GAISF.  The IFs who sought acceptance for Membership  
       will be resubmitted to the 2006 General Assembly in Seoul provided they meet the criteria set by  
       the new Statutes approved by the General Assembly. “ 
 
The revised IDBF Application, under the new criteria, was submitted to the GAISF Council on 14 Dec 05 and 
will be considered by the General Assembly on 7 April 2006.  Better luck in 2006 !  Watch this space !! 

IDBF COUNCIL and CONGRESS POLICY STATEMENT CONCERNING THE ICF 
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THE ICF OBJECTIONS TO IDBF MEMBERSHIP OF GAISF – THE IDBF REPLY 

The ICF Objections to the IDBF, shown below in italic 
type, are extracted from the Draft Minutes of the 
GAISF General Assembly in Berlin. 
 
3. He (GAISF President) then gave the floor to Mr 
Volker BERNARDI, the Director of the International  
Canoe Federation, with regard to the IDBF. 
 
4. Mr BERNARDI informed the General Assembly that the 
ICF objected to the application of the IDBF for admission 
to GAISF membership as Dragon Boat Racing could not 
be considered as an independent sport but rather as a 
discipline of Canoeing. He maintained that the 
international representation of Dragon Boat Racing as a 
discipline fell under the competence of ICF. 
 
IDBF Reply: There are many GAISF Members who 
are International Federations for ‘independent’ sports 
that could be considered to be ‘disciplines’ of the same 
sport. For example, Rugby (Union and League), 
American Football and Aussie Rules Football; Softball 
and Baseball, Tennis and Badminton, the Martial Arts.  
 
The IDBF maintains and has produced the evidence 
that, the Dragon Boat is not a Canoe, technically, 
historically, culturally or geographically. Therefore 
Dragon Boating cannot be deemed to be a canoeing 
discipline or a paddle sport that must automatically 
come under the competence of the ICF. 
 
5. He (Bernardi) reported that in 1987 the ICF Board of 
Management, in a resolution and upon motions from ICF 
national federations, had explicitly underlined that Dragon 
Boat Racing should be considered as a discipline of 
canoeing, which could be practised internationally as soon 
as the member national federations of ICF requested. In 
1999, the Board of Directors had again underlined the 
nature of Dragon Boat Racing as a discipline of canoeing 
and clarified that all paddling disciplines were represented 
internationally by the ICF. This definition of canoeing as all 
forms of canoes and kayaks was an integral part of the 
statutes of the ICF until this very day. 
 
IDBF Reply:  Mr Bernardi was not present at any of 
the meetings to which he refers and is placing an 
interpretation on the Minutes of ICF Meetings and its 
Statutes, which were not intended at the time. The first 
presentation to the ICF Board concerning Dragon 
Boating was made on behalf of one canoe association 
only, the British Canoe Union by Mr Mike Haslam.  
 
The ICF Statutes at that time (and until around 1992 – 
after the formation of the IDBF) stated that ‘new 
canoeing disciplines’ could only be introduced at ICF 
level, if a minimum number of National Associations 
had established and practised such a new discipline 
over a number of years.  The ICF Board Minutes to 
which Mr Bernardi refers, were merely confirming the 
status quo that there was little, if any, real interest from 
the ICF Members in developing Dragon Boat Racing 
as a ‘canoeing discipline’ in 1987 or subsequently. The 
ICF definition of ‘canoeing’ is just a description of a 
‘method of propulsion’ not the description of a canoe. 
 

6. Mr BERNARDI reminded the members that GAISF 
had already supported this point of view in 1999 in a letter 
answering the first application from the IDBF for GAISF 
membership and which referred the IDBF to the ICF's 
competence. 
 
IDBF Reply: Mr Bernardi is again being selective 
with his information. The letter that he refers to was 
from the GAISF General-Secretary informing the 
IDBF that GAISF “always asks the opinion of the 
existing Members, in your case ICF” if there is a 
possibility of conflict with an existing GAISF Member . In 
the same letter the GAISF Gen-Sec also said 
“GAISF is not in favour or against any new sport applying 
for membership. Nothing prevents IDBF to submit 
the membership application to GAISF.   We will first study 
it in a Commission meeting, then it will be submitted 
to the Council, who finally will propose it to 
the vote of the General Assembly. GAISF will 
always respect your authority and autonomy 
 
7.  Mr BERNARDI pointed out that the present application 
from IDBF for GAISF membership listed member 
federations that were not recognised in their countries by 
their NOC or national sports authority as responsible 
organisations for that discipline. The IDBF also listed 
countries with federations that were not even members but 
merely candidates at that time. He believed that the list 
provided by the IDBF was based on extremely 
questionable facts. For this reason, the ICF felt that the 
IDBF did not accomplish the existing minimum 
requirements of GAISF for the admission of new 
members. According to Mr BERNARDI, a detailed look 
through the list showed that the IDBF only possessed 11 
full member federations - whose national recognition was 
under dispute in some countries. 
 
IDBF Reply: The GAISF Statutes require the GAISF 
Council to investigate the bona fides of new Applicants 
for GAISF Membership and make a report and 
recommendation to the General Assembly accordingly.   
This was done in both 2004 and 2005 and the IDBF 
met all the criteria for GAISF Membership, including the 
number of IDBF Members required.  There are no IDBF 
Members whose national recognition is under dispute 
by their NOC or national sports authority. Conversely, 
the IDBF has documented proof of the acceptance of 
the majority of IDBF Members by the NOCs or national 
sports authorities in their own Countries   
 
However, since 1999 through the influence of the ICF, 
there have been attempts, by a few National Canoe 
Associations to take over control of Dragon Boating, 
from the already established Dragon Boat Associations. 
The prime example is the German Canoe Federation 
(DKV) which has opposed the German Dragon Boat 
Association (DDV) since 1998, when the then DKV 
President became the present ICF President. 
 

Overheard at the 2005 Berlin World Championships: 
“Canoeists are welcome in our boats - as long as 
they leave their egos behind.”  Concerned paddler. 
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YET MORE FROM THE ICF MYTH FACTORY ! 
 
In the last two issues of DBI there have been articles concerning the ‘ICF Myth Factory’ written in reply to 
various ICF statements and articles about the ICF’s involvement in our sport, which, to say the least, were 
economical with the truth – myths if you will.  Now the ICF President has been at it again with statements about 
the GAISF General Assembly vote in Berlin, which are not true and an even bigger story told to the assembled 
public and media in Schwerin, at the opening of the ICF Races, when he grandly said that Dragon Boat Racing 
would be a demonstration sport at the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, under the control and authority of the ICF!   
 
Well a little more on that later but before giving you the reply to this latest ICF pontification, let us remember that 
apart from ICF President Feldhoff, the only people who are really trying to involve ICF Members in our sport, 
are Francois Ryffel (Switzerland), Frank Nomrowski (Germany) both of whom were EDBF Council Members 
who defected to the ICF, when they lost a vote for their own Dragon Boat Associations to become part of their 
National Canoe Associations; and Howard Chen (USA/Taiwan) who believes that Dragon Boaters will follow 
any organisation that offers them a ‘good deal’ and that loyalty to the IDBF is out of date and bad for business.    
 
In short, the facts of Dragon Boat life are that the majority of ICF Members are just not interested in Dragon 
Boating and the four gentleman above are out of step with the wishes of both sports, as is clearly shown from 
the ICF Members response to both the World Games Races and the so called ICF Championships in Schwerin. 

 

ICF OLYMPIC GAMES MYTH.  Widely reported 
and believed was the statement from ICF President 
Feldhoff that Dragon Boat Racing would be an ICF 
demonstration sport at the 2008 Olympic Games. 
 
The truth is that, unfortunately, there will not be any 
Dragon Boat Racing in the 08 Beijing Olympics as 
Demonstration Sports are no longer included in the 
Games programme and have not been for some 
time. This has been confirmed by IDBF President, 
ZHANG Faqiang, who is a Vice President of the 
Chinese Olympic Committee. Nor is it likely that our 
sport will be included in any future Olympic Games.  
 
The reason for this is the lengthy and somewhat 
complicated IOC process for introducing a sport 
into the Olympics. Every new sport now has to go 
through a process of recognition and acceptance 
into the Olympic family before it can apply and be 
admitted into a future Olympics.  
 
To become an Olympic Federation, a sport first 
has to have its own World Governing Body with at 
least 75 Members.  The recognised WGB for Dragon 
Boat Sport is the IDBF - not the ICF, which is a 
Canoeing Federation, with less than 10 of its own 
members active in our sport.  Of these most are also 
IDBF Members.  Today the IDBF has 50 Members, 
with a further 10 candidate countries.  The aim is to 
achieve at least 75 Members by 2008. 
 
When an WGB has 75 members, it can apply to the 
IOC for recognition as an Olympic Federation (which 
can take many years to achieve) and then the new 
Federation has to apply for its sport to be included in 
a future Olympic Games. Once such an application 
is made, the IOC then considers it and makes a 
decision for or against the sport inclusion.  This 
process also takes a few years to complete ! 
 
When the IOC has finally made a decision to include 
a new sport, they announce it normally eight years in 
advance of the Games in which it will be introduced. 
 

The decision to bring any new sports into the 
Beijing Games was therefore made in 2000. So, 
even if Dragon Boating were under the control of the 
ICF - which it is not, it would be much too late to 
include it in the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.   
 
As for the future, well the number of sports and 
their participants at a Games, is also set by the IOC 
and when a new sport comes in, then another sport 
has to go out or all the Olympic Sports have to take 
a reduction in their own numbers of participants.   
 
This means that if Dragon Boating was to be 
accepted by the IOC as an ICF discipline, then in 
any future Games, the ICF would have to reduce the 
number of  Olympic Canoeists, to an absolute 
minimum, to accommodate Dragon Boaters, which 
of course the ICF would never do. 
 
So the only realistic way of Dragon Boat Racing ever 
getting into the Olympics, is through the IDBF as the 
only World Governing Body for the sport.  That way 
if Dragon Boating was to be included in the future, it 
would be as a completely new sport and every other 
Sport (not just the ICF) would then be required to 
reduce its own numbers to accommodate the IDBF !! 
 
Having said all of that, it is the intention of the 
IDBF in conjunction with the Chinese Dragon 
Boat Association (CDBA) to hold an Olympic 
Celebration Dragon Boat Regatta in China, just 
before the 2008 Olympic Games and as near to 
Beijing as possible.    
  
This regatta, it is hoped, will be held the week before 
the Opening Ceremony of the OG and immediately 
after the 2008 Club Crew World Championships in 
Penang, which will mean that IDBF competitors can 
compete in both events and then stay on to see 
some of the Beijing Olympic Games too !! 
 

/ IDBF Executive & Council’s Policy News. 
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The IDBF Executive Committee, met three times 
during 2005. In Berlin prior to the GAISF meeting, in 
Berlin again on 3 August and in October during the 
East Asian Games, Dragon Boat Races in Macau. 
 
Understandably, the Executive spent a considerable 
amount of time discussing the implications of the 
ICF attempts to get its own Members to organise 
ICF Dragon Boating in direct opposition to the IDBF.   
 
The Executive’s position is that the IDBF and its 
Members must promote and publicise themselves at 
every opportunity to sports bodies such as the IOC, 
IWGA, NOCs’, Governments etc. This means that 
the IDBF and all its Members’ must assert their 
independence as Governing Bodies and push the 
facts concerning Dragon Boating and the status of 
the IDBF, as confirmed below by the GAISF Council. 
 
In his report on this issue, Mike Haslam, IDBF 
Executive President, said “Our case must be simple, 
straightforward and sound. I believe our arguments 
for the independence of Dragon Boating and the 
authority of the IDBF must be based on the following 
matters of fact and these must be firmly put to the 
likes of the GAISF Members to counteract the ICF 
claim that our sport is just a discipline of canoeing.” 
 
1, The Dragon Boat is technically a different paddled 
water-craft to the Canoe and that Dragon Boating 
historically, geographically and culturally, developed 
separately from canoeing, as an activity and a sport. 
 
2. The majority of dragon boat organisations that 
practice our sport, on a world wide basis, formed the 
IDBF as their representative International Federation 
for Dragon Boating activities and that the IDBF has 
subsequently organised World Dragon Boat Racing 
Championships, on a regular basis for its Members. 
(This situation satisfies the GAISF criteria for and 
definition of, an International Sports Federation). 
 
3. The status of the IDBF was accepted by the ICF 
in the Agreement they signed with the IDBF in 2003 
and that ICF policy, prior to 1999 was one of friendly 
co-operation with the IDBF. This was confirmed in a 
letter from Prof Sergio Orsi, who was the ICF 
President from 1979–1998. These documented facts 
cannot be denied; rescinded or ignored by the ICF. 
 
4. The IDBF status was confirmed by the GAISF 
Council in 2004, when the Council recorded that 
Dragon Boating and Canoeing were considered to 
be separate sports; that IDBF was not in conflict or 
rivalry with the ICF and that the IDBF fully met the 
criteria for GAISF Membership. 
 
The IDBF Council met on 3 August 2005, in Berlin 
and endorsed the position of the IDBF Executive.  In 
further discussions by the Council on the actions of 
the ICF and some of its Members, the following 
statement concerning ICF Members: was agreed:- 

“  The IDBF has no particular dispute with National 
Canoe Associations in Countries where there is 
not a Dragon Boat organisation. In such areas ICF 
Members are most welcome to join the IDBF and 
compete in IDBF World Championship Regattas. In 
Countries or Territories where an independent 
Dragon Boat organization is formed, the IDBF will 
only recognize that organization as having any 
authority for Dragon Boating” . 
 
In support of this statement the IDBF Council have 
declared the following policy aims:-  
 
1. That the IDBF will support IDBF Members by 
helping them to put the case for independent 
recognition at national level and that in those countries 
were there is an emerging dragon boat organisation 
the IDBF will assist in its development and in those 
areas were dragon boaters are presently part of 
another organisation, the IDBF will assist them to form 
an independent dragon boat association, if they so 
wish, by a majority vote of their own members 
 
2. With regard to international competition, the 
IDBF, as the World Governing Body for Dragon Boat 
Sport, acknowledges that all dragon boat activity 
contributes to the broader development of the sport 
and that crews competing in all types of dragon boat 
competitions can qualify, through IDBF Members, for 
entry to an IDBF World Championship Regatta.  
 
3.  The IDBF will not exclude, without good reason, 
any dragon boat crew from competing in IDBF events, 
at the appropriate level, including those that may have 
competed in non IDBF Sanctioned events. However, 
at National level if an IDBF Member has a justified 
reason to introduce a national policy to exclude 
Competitors who have competed in non-sanctioned 
national or international events, then under the IDBF 
Statutes of ‘non interference in the internal matters of 
its members’, the IDBF will accept such a ‘Members 
Policy’ as being part of the conditions for selection or 
sanctioning for an IDBF World Championship Regatta 
made by the IDBF Member concerned. 
 
4. For entry to an IDBF World Dragon Boat Racing 
Championships (WDBRC) for Representative Teams, 
the IDBF policy is that IDBF Members’ selection 
systems shall be open to all comers, subject to any 
justified exclusion of a competitor or crew and that the 
criteria for Selected Crews must include Membership of 
the IDBF Member concerned and the submission of 
Entries to the IDBF, must be made through the IDBF 
Member concerned.  
 
5. With regard to entries to an IDBF Club Crew or 
Corcom World Championships’, the IDBF policy is that 
crews from non IDBF Sanctioned events may qualify 
for an entry, subject to any conditions of entry specified 
by the IDBF from time to time.  Crews from a non 
Dragon Boat organization, in a Country or Territory 
where there is an IDBF Member, will be required to 
have their entry sanctioned by the IDBF Member 
concerned. 

IDBF EXECUTIVE & COUNCIL’S POLICY NEWS
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 2005 WORLD GAMES DUISBURG – IDBF CREWS SWEEP THE GOLD MEDALS 

RUSSIAN AND CZECH DRAGON BOAT FEDS LEAD THE PACK - ICF CREWS SECOND BEST 

Dragon Boat Racing was included in a World 
Games for the second time, as an invitational 
sport, at the 2005 World Games in Duisburg.   
 
On the first occasion in 1993, in The Hague, the 
races were organised by the EDBF.  This time the 
races were organised by the German Canoe 
Federation, who are based at the Duisburg Regatta 
Course.  
 
Despite attempts by the ICF to restrict entries 
to ICF Members only, of the twelve Countries 
who competed in Duisburg, four of them were from 
Dragon Boat Associations sanctioned by the IDBF, 
namely, Chinese Taipei; Czech Republic; Russia 
and the Ukraine. 
 
The crews from Germany (two) Switzerland and 
Sweden (one each) were also either current or past 
members of their Dragon Boat Associations but 
raced in Duisburg as Canoe Association entries.   
 

The crews from France, Hungary, Italy, Poland 
and Spain, were from canoe clubs and not 
selected by their Dragon Boat Associations. They 
had little or no experience of competitive Dragon 
Boat Racing.  Indeed, the ‘French Team’ were a 
crew of employees recruited mainly from the Paris 
office of the French Canoe & Kayak Federation ! 
 
Racing took place over 2 days with 200m, 1000m 
and 2000m races for Mixed Crews only.  Crews 
from the Russian and Czech Republic Dragon Boat 
Federations, took all but one Gold Medal and they, 
with crews from Germany and Sweden, shared the 
remaining medals. 
 
Whilst the ‘off the water’ organisation was first 
class, as would be expected at a World Games, 
the ‘on the water’ organisation was found to be 
poor by the competing crews, compared to an 
IDBF Championships, especially in the way that 
the ICF Race Officials conducted the Competition. 

ICF RACES SCHWERIN – NOT A CHAMPIONSHIPS, ALMOST AN ALL GERMAN AFFAIR 

Publicised by the ICF as the 1st ICF Club Crew 
Championships, the races in Schwerin had been 
transferred from Barcelona, after the Spanish 
Canoe Federation and Sports Council withdrew  
their support for the event.  The German Canoe 
Federation took on the task of trying to make this 
‘Championships’ the big Dragon Boat event of the 
year, as opposed to the IDBF World Champs in 
Berlin, some 14 days later.  Well they failed, badly. 
 
The Schwerin races were a bit of a sham, as 12 
of the 18 Clubs were from Germany and of the 6 
international crews, 5 had come straight from the 
World Games Races, in Duisburg, where they 
were listed as National Representative Crews. The 
exception was a crew of students from Japan, who 
told the German media that they had never even 
seen a Dragon Boat until they arrived in Schwerin. 

Racing took place on 3 days, over 2000m, 250m 
and 500 metres. In the Premier Division (9 crews) 
German and Swiss Crews won all the Medals, with 
German Clubs winning all but one Gold Medal. The 
exception was Beider Basle (Switzerland). All the 
Senior and Junior Crews were from Germany. This 
monopoly of the Medals by German Clubs and 
Basle was to be expected, as these were the crews 
who had raced regularly in DDV and EDBF events.  
 
Both the ‘off the water’ organisation and the ‘on the 
water’ organisation were of a high standard, which 
was to be expected as the Schwerin Organisers 
have been responsible for staging an Annual 
Dragon Boat Regatta for many years under the 
German Dragon Boat Association (DDV).  Indeed 
the ICF competition was run during the week days 
immediately before the Annual Schwerin Regatta. 
 

DBI Comment. All but one of the crews that took part in the World Games Races were from Europe and all of 
the Countries concerned have been involved in Dragon Boating with either the IDBF or EDBF for some years.  
The World Games Races were not well supported and the standard of the majority of the competing crews 
from the ICF was low.  Without the entries from the IDBF Dragon Boat Associations and the quality of their 
crews, a racing programme would have been almost non-existent and sub-standard. 
 
The ICF promoted the races to the media and public, as ‘World Class Dragon Boat Racing’. Given the depth 
and quality of the eight ICF sanctioned crews this must raise questions about the integrity and motives of the 
ICF and does nothing to help the development or image of Dragon Boat Racing as a serious sport. 

DBI Comment. The ICF promoted this event to the media and public, as their first ‘World Dragon Boat 
Championship’.  With less than 20 competing clubs in total, of which all but 6 were from Germany, the event 
was not worthy of such a title and the standard of the international crews that did attend, was generally low. 
This attempt by the ICF to hype up its involvement in Dragon Boat Sport does nothing to resolve the 
internal situation in Germany and frankly has not affected the IDBF or its status in any meaningful way. 
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THE OLD BOAT STORY – IDBF SPEC DRAGON BOATS – IS THERE A DIFFERENCE ?? 

A TALE OF IDBF SPEC DRAGON BOATS AT 
THE WORLD CHAMPS, circ AUGUST 2005. 

 
Picture the scene during the Berlin Worlds.  A 
group of guys picking up various vendors boats to 
test for weight: “This Pel boat is much heavier than 
the Buk boat.”  Says one. 
 
A burst of silent laughter from a watching IDBF Race 
Official, hearing the comment.  Well is there any 
truth in the genuinely stated utterance ?   Well, all of 
the IDBF officially licensed boats are built to the 
same specifications, from Technical Drawings and a 
Technical Manual provided by the IDBF.  The Tech 
Manual lays down that all boats are to be built to a 
minimum hull weight of 250k, excluding Head, Tail, 
Drummers Seat and Drum. All of the vendors 
displaying their boats in Berlin were IDBF licensed 
Boat Manufacturers and all produce their boats to 
IDBF Specification. 
 
In the interests of science, the IDBF official later 
checked with the vendors concerned.  Pel confirmed  
that the IDBF Spec Racing Boats sold all weigh in at 
around 250-260 kilos, but as the boats are hand 
made, there may be a slight variation in weight from 
boat to boat, with a minimum weight of 250 kilos. 
Buk confirmed that their boats weigh in at 250k with 
a deviation of +5%. Both Gemini and Champion – 
the other Spec Boats on display, said much the 
same thing.  In other words, the difference in 
weights is barely significant - only about 5 kilos - 
hardly able to be judged by lifting the point of a boat 
from the ground – even given that the Heads and 
Tails etc, may also vary slightly in weight. 
 
Foot note for those of you who might be concerned 
about the boats being used at a World 
Championships having the same weights. The boats 
are weighed before the races and all boats are 
brought up to within 5 kilos of the heaviest boat in the 
fleet, to ensure that there is no real advantage 
between one boat and another. 

GRAND DRAGONS MAKE THEIR CASE 
and will race for Medals in 2007 

 
The Grand Dragons (the Over 50s) made their case 
for formal inclusion in future World Championships 
by fielding 9 crews at World Dragons Berlin 2005 
and the IDBF Council listened.  In fact the IDBF has 
always had an Over 50s Senior Racing Class in its 
Competition Regulations, on paper (it also has an 
Over 60s in the Regs) and of course the Over 40s 
Racing Class in actuality. 
 
Until now the IDBF has only run the Over 40s class, 
as there was not a demand to run other Senior 
Classes.  Now as the people who have been racing 
in the O40s get older the need for the O50s Senior 
Class has come of age (excuse the pun) . 
  
The title Grand Dragons, arose as an informal title for 
the O50s Racing Class and seems to have caught 
the imagination. What will the O60s class be called 
when it starts – the Great Grand Dragons !! 
 
The GDs, will race formally in their own Senior Class 
for first time at the Sydney World Champs in 2007 
and for 2007 too the present Senior Class (the Over 
40s) will be allowed 2 entries per Country.   
 
However, from the 2009 World Championships in 
Moscow, each of the Senior Classes – the O 40s 
and 0 50s, will only be allowed one entry, per Senior 
Class, per Country, as per the Premier Division. 
 

DEVELOPMENT BOATS GO TO EUROPE 
 

Two boats each, were donated by BuK and Pel 
Plastex, at the Berlin World Championships. 
 
Now under the ongoing IDBF’ boat development 
programme, the Dragon Boats have been placed in 
Europe to help IDBF Members in Austria, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Hungary and Slovakia to promote our sport.  
 
Additional development Boats from Gemini and 
Champion are also at work in Europe and this year 
the IDBF will be looking to allocate boats from the 
Toronto CCWC to help develop the sport in the 
Caribbean, Central and South America.  In 2007 and 
2008, it will be the turn of the Pacific Basin and Asia. 

ICF JOINS THE IDBF 
In an historic move, two of the World’s oldest paddle 
sports joined forces at last, when the ICF (the 
International Coracle Federation) became an IDBF 
Member.  ICF President Monty Hughes said “ After 
nearly 2000 years of paddling around in circles, the 
Coracle Racing fraternity are happy to be part of a 
Team Sport that paddles together in a straight line “ 
 

ARTICLES, COMMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Go on spoil yourself, put pen to paper or finger 
on the keyboard and write something for DBI
Whether it is an event to announce, race results, an 
article you’d like published or comments on anything 
published in DBI or other dragon boat publication.  

If so, then write to enquiries@idbf.org. 
 

Overheard at the 2005 Berlin World Championships: 
“Lane 6 must be slow, we have been drawn in it for 
every race.  The winning crews don’t get Lane 6 !.” 

Overheard at the 2005 Berlin World Championships: 
A book on dragon boating is soon to be published by 
a Mr Ultrick Fieldhaus, called “Do It My Way” 
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          This Issue - Article by Kim Beckwith, Editor of the EDBF Newsflash 
 

DON’T JUST STAND THERE WHINING - DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

‘DRUM BEAT’ 
Where You Have You Say About Your Dragon Boat Sport 

I can’t help but get a bit angry when people 
complain that the EDBF or IDBF is composed of a 
bunch of inaccessible, interbred, old people who 
aren’t always in touch with the paddlers.  Whose 
fault is it ?  The guilt lies with us all.  
 
I was talking with a paddler (at the Berlin Worlds) 
who was complaining that some of the decisions 
made during the course of racing were inconsistent 
and that the IDBF didn’t always listen to paddlers. I 
hope that I convinced him (and will convince you 
too) that the national and continental federations and 
IDBF are open to input and new blood but it’s up to 
you to do something about it! 
 
On your local level you can get involved in your 
national dragon boat federation. Federations need 
volunteers who are active in the sport, both on and 
off the water. Federations also send representatives 
to the IDBF, ADBF and EDBF Council meetings (or 
appropriate regional meetings) so this is a good way 
to keep abreast of what’s going on in the sport, in 
the rest of the world.  
 
There are also plenty of opportunities for you to 
get involved in the work of the Commissions’ where 
you can make a significant contribution to the sport. 
 
There’s the Marketing and Media Commission 
(M&M) that focuses on publicizing our wonderful 
sport in the public eye and communicating with 
paddlers. I know personally that we need help there. 
From advising our International Federations on 
marketing, merchandising, finances and sponsorship 
to contributing to the various websites, publicizing 
race activities, publishing the IDBF DBI Newsletter 
and Eurodragon Newsflash and most importantly in 
getting our message out in face of the challenges 
posed to our sport by the ICF - there’s plenty of 
opportunity to make a difference 
 
Didn’t like the competition in Berlin? Get involved 
in the IDBF Competition & Technical Commission 
(C&TC) or the EDBF and ADBF equivalents. They’re 
the folks responsible for developing competitive 
events for the sport.  You can serve a crucial role in 
making sure that world and continental events are 
well-arranged and run smoothly. Without enough 
individuals getting involved, at all levels, there are 
simply not enough hands to get the work done well 
nor enough eyes to oversee what local contractors 
are doing to arrange basic logistics, such as, event 
transportation, production of passes and programs, 
publicizing the event locally, making sure there is 
adequate shelter for teams, etc., etc.  
 

Are you interested in the physical and mental 
aspects of sport ? Get involved in the Medical 
and Sports Science Commissions’. They are 
responsible for more than just administering anti-
doping matters. They are also responsible for 
areas such as training athletes, athlete welfare 
and coaching development. These aspects of the 
sport currently get little attention because of a lack 
of volunteers to coordinate the administration and 
contribute ‘technically’ to these areas. 
 
One paddler remarked to me that the election of 
officers in the IDBF seems fore-ordained with the 
same old faces filling the same old positions. I 
have to tell you from the inside what the story is 
there. I think the main reason why you see so 
many of the same faces on the national, 
continental and ultimately IDBF boards is that 
there are so few people who are willing to get that 
involved in the sport, so the same people end up 
filling positions on all three levels - otherwise 
they’d go unfilled, the work wouldn’t get done and 
the sport simply wouldn’t advance. 
 
I’ve sat in numerous meetings where the ‘old 
faces’ have wrestled with the problem of getting 
new blood into the various committees. The 
biggest problem lies with the nature of our sport. 
There are an awful lot of “30-somethings” 
competing at all levels. That’s an age range where 
one is busy with career, family and of course these 
are also prime paddling years. It’s tough to 
balance all these things and still make time for 
federation work. Add to that the logistics and costs 
of travel to meetings and it doesn’t make it easy to 
get involved at international level.  
 
It’s a tough reality, our International Federations 
struggle with in trying to broaden participation on 
the governing, policy-making and implementation 
levels of the sport.  
 
But there are many ways individual paddlers 
can make a difference. You can get involved in the 
work of your own IDBF Member, which usually 
takes less of your time and finances than the 
continental federation or IDBF work. Find out who 
usually attends from your country the continental 
or IDBF meetings and make sure they know 
what’s on your mind and what and how the sport 
can be improved. Get involved in a commission 
that is based near you or volunteer to host a 
commission meeting near you.  These are some 
of the ways to start your involvement - the rest 
is up to you.          Kim Beckwith – an enthusiast ! 
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INTERNATIONAL DRAGON BOAT NEWS 

HONG KONG INT RACES 2006 
 

Dates 3 & 4 June 2006, Shatin. 
Races 500m -Open, Women’s and 
Mixed Crews (8 females min) 

More info:- www.hkdba.com.hk 

THE GIRLS FROM DUBAI 
‘Take To The Waters’ 

 
On 4 Sept 2005, the first ever 
crew from Dubai, in the United 
Arab Emirates, took to the waters 
of Sarawak to race in the annual 
Sarawak Dragon Boat Regatta. 
 
And that’s not all, the crew was an 
all-female crew comprised of  ex- 
Rowers, some canoeists and four 
dragon boaters, expats all, from 
11 different countries. With just six 
weeks training, mainly on a raft 
made from oil drums, the girls set 
off for Sarawak and paddled their 
first Dragon Boat, finishing in third 
place, out of 12 crews in the 
Women’s Small Boat Races. 
 
Now back in Dubai, the girls along 
with their Coach dave Martin and  
other enthusiasts, have formed a 
Dragon Boat Club and are set to 
join the IDBF. A hearty well done 
to the Girls From Dubai.  See you 
in Toronto or Prague in 2006 ? 
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LINK YOUR WEBSITE TO THE 
IDBF   E-mail Andy Anderson 
patrick@anderso.me.uk 

AUS COACHING SCHEME 
GETS RECOGNITION 

 
When AusDBF became officially 
recognised as a "sport" by the
Australian Sports Commission 
(ASC) in July 2003, AusDBF 
members Lynn Flanagan and 
Gavin Godfrey, began work to 
develop a national dragon boat 
specific coaching course, with 
the object of gaining National 
Coaching Accreditation Scheme 
certification under the auspices 
of the Aus Sports Com 
 
The NCAS offers education and 
a recognised qualification to 
people coaching at all levels and 
is only available to ASC sports.   
 
In late 2004 AusDBF received 
approval from the ASC for the 
course developed by Lynn and 
Gavin. Since the approval they 
have run three coaching courses 
 
It is planned to complete the first
round of courses covering every 
AusDBF member region before 
the end of 2006. 
 
The coach training programme 
covers coaching principles and 
the fundamentals of coaching 
and athletic performance; skills 
specific to Dragon Boat Racing; 
techniques, strategies and 
scientific approaches to Dragon 
Boat Sport; coaching practice   
and practical coaching, plus the 
application of coaching principles
 

For further information 
contact the AusDBF 

jon_taylor@optusnet.com.au 
orMelanieCantwell 

melandjo@ozemail.com.au 
 

IDBF SECRETARIAT 
CONTACTS 

 
Secretary-General ;     Mr LEI Jun 
Administrator:         Ms Qin YI 

Email: IDBFdragon@126.com 

MORE RACE INFO FOR 2006 
For a comprehensive calendar of 
Dragon Boat events world wide, 
the IDBF recommended site is the, 
  www.dragonboatcalendar.com 
web site owed and run by Yee 
Chow. Contact him by email at 
      dragonboating@gmail.com 
and there is lots of other dragon 
boat info on the site too. 

SINGAPORE DBA INT RACES  
 
Dates 24/25 June 2006, Bedock 
Reservoir. Races 800m for Open & 
Mixed crews in Standard Boats (20) 
and for Women in Small Boats (10) 
Info from: sdba@starhub.net.sg 

Binh Thuan Trad Boat Races  
 

26/27 April 06 Phan Thiet City, Viet 
Nam. Racies 1000m & 3000m, for 
male crews. Mr Tran Van Nguyen 
for info; trannguyenbth@yahoo.com 
or Fax trannguyenbth@yahoo.com 

Typhoon 8 Daytona 3 Day Race 
 
Dates 9/11 June 2006, Hong Kong. 
Each race will consist of 4 laps of a 
2.5km circuit to give a total of 10km. 
Crews may change paddler(s) at the 
“pit stop”.  First Int Race of its kind. 

More info: lister@typhoon8.com 

PENANG INT RACES 2006 
 

27/28 May 2006,Telok Bahang Dam 

More info: ttgeh@yahoo.com 

IDBF MEMBERS HANDBOOK 
2006 Edition  available soon. 

 
The IDBF Handbook packed full of 
information on the Rules and Regs 
for our Sport, past World Champs 
info, the IDBF Constitution,Anti-
Doping and Water Safety Policies, 
the History of the Sport and much 
more, will be re-published in hard 
copy and DVD and available soon. 
A must for all Race Officials Order 
a copy by email from the IDBF 
Treasurer:  DACogswell@aol.com 

IDBF web site: www.idbf.org 

CHINESE DBA 4 RACE SERIES 
 
29 May/ 2 June 2006  -  Yueyang  
03/05        June 2006  -  Nanning  
10/11        June 2006  -  Changsha  
12/14        June 2006  -  Longyou  
 

Hosting package. More info from: 
amandalike@yahoo.com 


